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Embrace of the Serpent
Subversion of Colonial Tropes
	Ciro Guerra’s film is a unique and thoughtful piece of art that reveals the injustices of colonialization in Latin America. Unlike other films of the time and the distribution of characters, the film does not subvert to the white savior trope. While the film has white actors, they are not necessarily protagonists. In fact, characters like Evans have an ill intention in the Amazon and their intentions are only made pure by the Amazon experience; Karamakate, a black native, saves a white man. Additionally, the film’s representation of religion as a deleterious system to the native people of the Amazon subverts the trope of the importance of religion; one that was common in the discourse of the films of the colonial period. Over the course of the film, clergymen are depicted as evil and difficult people. 
Style and Cinematography 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The uniqueness of the film extends beyond the plot. The entire film, save for a small part at the end of it, if filmed in black and white. This cinematography is inspired by the works of the first explorers to visit the Amazon in the twelfth century. Despite the color, the film still manages to maintain an aura of aplomb and excitation. The use of sound is an important contributor to the creation of this aura. The movie uses various sounds to emphasize the mood and the message. The lack of a real moment of silence emphasizes the energy and activity of the Amazon. The director’s use of sound makes the experience of watching the movie even more memorable; there are no moments of boredom. 
Reflection on the End of the Film
	Even in the end, there is no boredom. The end of the film marks the climax of its excitability. In these last moments, the director adds color to the audible aplomb, for the first and only time, to emphasize the intensity of Evans’s hallucination after her partook a hallucinogenic native herb. Evans’s feelings and decisions after that offer an important critique to colonialists; they did not need to change the way of life of the Amazonians. 
